]

crucial implications for public health.”

—TODD HARPER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF QUIT VICTORIA,
ON THE MCCABE VERDICT, 2002

itigation against the tobacco industry has disclosed

millions of secret documents containing revelations

about tobacco industry conduct that have advanced
tobacco control efforts around the world. Public release of
these documents clearly illustrates the power of exposing
tobacco industry corporate malfeasance to profoundly
influence public opinion.

Under the US. Master Settlement Agreement, cigarette
manufacturers were required to reveal internal documents
and make the records available on the Internet. By UK. court
decree, BAT documents have been made publicly available at
physical depositories in Guildford. U.S. documents are housed
in Minnesota. Today, documents from these and other cases are
available to researchers online at websites such as the Legacy
Tobacco Documents Library.

The Legacy Tobacco Documents Library, supported
by the American Legacy Foundation and others, is located
at the University of California, San Francisco. The library
contains over 8 million documents, numbering 43 million
pages, providing details about tobacco industry advertising,
manufacturing, marketing, sales, and scientific research.

The American Legacy Foundation grants two annual awards,
one for adults and the other for youth and young adults under
age 25, recognizing outstanding achievements in tobacco
industry document research. Both awards honor innovative use
of tobacco industry documents to achieve the primary goals of
tobacco use prevention and advancement of public health.
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By T OBACCO INDUSTRY
DOCUMENTS

“IBAT’s7] ‘document retention” policy must be questioned. It’s
inconceivable that a company like this can be allowed to shred
documents that can shed light on their role in Australia’s number-
one public health problem. These documents must have had
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